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SUBJECT: JAPAN STUDENT ALLIANCE 

REFS: (A) BANGKOK 16953 (1973) 

(B) TOKYO 14301 (1973) 

1. IN RESPONSE TO YOUR EARLIER REQUEST (REF A), WE HAVE OBTAINED 
FOLLOWING INFORMATION FROM RELIABLE GOJ OFFICIAL. JAPAN STUDENT 
ALLIANCE (NIHON GAKUSEI DOMEI) IS NATIONALISTIC STUDENT 
ORGANIZATION ESTABLISHED IN 1966 AS COUNTERFORCE AGAINST 
LEFTIST STUDENT GROUPS. SHIGEO MIURA, WASEDA UNIVERSITY, IS 
PRESIDENT, AND MEMBERSHIP IS APPROXIMATELY 1,000 (NOT 100,000 

AS REPORTED IN BANGKOK PRESS). MEMBERSHIP IS SCATTERED AMONG 
SEVERAL UNIVERSITIES AND IS DIVIDED INTO NUMBER OF FACTIONS, 

EACH CONTENDING FOR LEADERSHIP. IN RECENT YEARS, STUDENT 
ALLIANCE HAS EXPERIENCED SUBSTANTIAL DIFFICULTY IN RECRUITING 
NEW MEMBERS FROM AMONG ENTERING UNIVERSITY FRESHMEN WHO ARE 
NOT ATTRACTED BY ITS RIGHT-WING ORIENTATION. 

2. SEVERAL MONTHS BEFORE OKINAWA REVERSION, STUDENT ALLIANCE 
GAINED BRIEF BIT OF PUBLIC ATTENTION WHEN ONE OF ITS MEMBERS 
CLIMBED TREE INSIDE US MARINE BASE IN OKINAWA AND ATTACHED 
JAPANESE FLAG. WHEN DEMONSTRATOR REFUSED TO LEAVE HIS PERCH, 
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MARINES CUT DOWN TREE, AND HE WAS INJURED IN FALL TO GROUND. 
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STUDENT ALLIANCE DELEGATION PROTESTED AT EMBASSY, AND 
INCIDENT RECEIVED SOME PLAY IN PRESS. 

3. COMMENT: JAPAN STUDENT ALLIANCE APPEARS TO BE ONE OF 

MANY SIMILAR RAG TAG STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS (BOTH LEFT AND RIGHT) 

WHICH COME AND GO ON JAPANESE UNIVERSITY CAMPUSES. ITS BANGKOK 
REP HAS OBVIOUSLY INFLATED ITS IMPORTANCE TO GAIN ENTREE TO THAI 
STUDENT LEADERS. IT SEEMS LIKELY HIS ACTIVITIES IN BANGKOK HAVE 
BEEN AIMED PRIMARILY AT HELPING STUDENT ALLIANCE PRODUCE A CAUSE 
AROUND WHICH ITS MEMBERS MIGHT RALLY AND WHICH MIGHT HELP ATTRACT 
NEW MEMBERS. IN ANY CASE, JAPAN STUDENT ALLIANCE CERTAINLY GETS 
MORE PRESS ATTENTION IN BANGKOK THAN IN TOKYO. 

SHOESMITH 
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